
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Nathan 

Nathan is an ordained minister, independent missionary and founder of 
Mobile Word Ministry.   Nathan was born in San Diego, California, and with 
his family lived in Europe and Asia before moving to the Seattle area. Nathan 
earned a BA in History from the University of Washington and then an MS in 
Education from Old Dominion University. He moved to South Korea where 
he lived for over 5 years, teaching ESL. During that time God called Nathan 
into pastoral ministry. While in Korea, Nathan led Bible studies with members 
from diverse ages, backgrounds, and nationalities. Aside from the weekly Bible 
studies, Nathan also led a house church and served in several churches.  In 
2014, Nathan created what is now Mobile Word Ministry in an effort to help 
people understand the Gospel and equip them with practical steps and 
resources to take their love of Jesus to others with strength and confidence.  
Nathan currently resides in the Pacific Northwest with his wife, Colleen.  

 

 

 

 

 



What is the Relational Christianity Course? 

Too often we Christians attempt to run before we can walk.  We are quick to 
execute missions and set goals before we have assessed or addressed the 
health of our faith.  The effectiveness of our Christian faith directly correlates 
to the health of specific relationships.  When these relationships are 
strengthened, we will be able and ready to carry out the will of the Lord.  By 
evaluating these specific relationships, we can answer the following questions: 

- Who is God and why do I need Him? 

- Who is Jesus and how does He affect my life? 

- Am I a disciple and how do I make disciples?  

- What is the Church and what is its purpose? 

- What is the Bible and how do I read it? 

Our relationships with God, Christ, people, the Church and the Bible are 
paramount to the health of our Christian faith.  The Relational Christianity 
course addresses these relationships by honestly evaluating their strengths and 
insufficiencies, establishing the truth of God’s power and His desire to 
strengthen what is weak and heal what is broken. 
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Session One: Meeting God 
A Relationship with God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Faith by association 

1 John 1:1-4 
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning 
the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to 
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to 
you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy 

complete. 
 

Meeting God or knowing God can’t be attained through someone else.  A 
person can meet God and begin to know him as a result of meeting someone 
who knows God already, but knowing that God is real, and that He is with us, 
must be personally experienced.  My father-in-law always says, “God doesn’t 
have any grandchildren.”  In other words, God only has CHILDREN, people 
who have had a direct experience with Him as their creator, and more 
importantly, as their Father.  To say that you believe in God or that you are a 
Christian because your parents or friends have really strong faith, or because 
you’ve attended church your entire life, or because you own a Bible or have 
watched some shows about the Bible or wear a cross necklace is to say that 
you’ve associated with faith in God, but you do not possess faith in God. 

 
Study Quest ions 

 
1. Is your faith in God based on your own experience with him? 

  
2. Does your faith change depending on the presence/absence of specific people in 

your life? 
 

3. Do you “associate with” or “know” God?  

 

 

 

 



Doubt by association 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God. 

Most people who distrust Christianity or the God of the Bible actually don’t 
distrust either.  Their distrust or doubt is the result of their experience with 
people and circumstances.  They hate church because a Sunday school 
teacher reprimanded them for asking too many questions.  They hate 
Christians because they witness the hypocrisy in Christians’ lives with the few 
words of Jesus they know.  They hate God because life has been hard.  The 
only way for people to know exactly who God is is by letting Him speak for 
Himself. Understanding the heart of God and knowing Him personally has to 
come the hard way.  Only by giving Him our complete attention will we ever 
know Him and know that the root of our doubt or distrust can be credited to 
the sin of man and the sinfulness of this world, not to God. We have to shut 
up and listen.  We have to sit down and stop moving.  We have to think 
about Him and not ourselves. 

 
Study Quest ions 

 
1. Have you ever felt hurt or disappointed by God? 

 
2. What causes you to doubt God the most? 

 
3. What makes it hard for you to listen to God’s words more than you do now? 

 

 

 

 



Guilt without grace 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son 
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is 

unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of 

grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time 
of need. 

Heaven and Hell.  Those two words sum up what many people know about 
God.  They know that if they do the right things, they go to the good place 
(heaven).  If they do the wrong things, they go to the bad place (hell).  This is 
the extent of what many know about God and His system.  It is much easier 
to understand punishment than grace.  We see injustices all the time, and we 
have an inherent sense of right and wrong.  When we do something wrong 
it’s easy to understand the legitimate response of the almighty God to be 
upset and want to punish us for our behavior.  What we don’t understand 
easily is grace.  We do not regularly witness mercy and unconditional love. To 
try to understand God’s continued love and forgiveness in spite of our 
mistakes is almost impossible.  This understanding of God leaves us scrambling 
to do the right things, burdened by the weight of living righteously, never 
understanding that perfection is not the command for us to obey, and that 
forgiveness and compassion are real and as much a part of God as His rules 
are.    

 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. What is easier for you to believe in, justice or mercy? 
 

2. Do you feel the pressure of being perfect? 
 

3. Does the Gospel of “grace” challenge you?  If so, how? 

 

 



Love without fear 

Jeremiah 10:10 
10But the LORD is the true God; 

    he is the living God, the eternal King. 
When he is angry, the earth trembles; 

    the nations cannot endure his wrath. 

God is my dad.  God loves me.  God forgives me.  All of these statements are 
true.  On the other hand, these statements might dangerously skew a person’s 
understanding of God.  God is all of these things— but God is also a King with 
authority over my entire life.  As King he knows my record and knows my 
guilt.  A King didn’t have to save me from my impending punishment; He has 
the rights to my life and doesn’t owe me a thing.  However, He is also the 
King who, knowing my sin, chose to pardon me and gave Himself for me on 
the cross.  This King knows where I’ve been and where I’m going.  He knows 
what I’m capable of and what I am meant to do with my life.  This King is 
always present to give me advice, counsel, comfort and peace whenever I ask 
for it.  As true and wonderful as these are, He is still the King, and as a servant 
of the King I must live to serve Him.  God as King is not necessarily as 
attractive as an easygoing dad-figure, but to share the love of God and not His 
authority is to not share God at all. 

 
Study Quest ions 

 
1. Is it easier for you to see God as a friend or as a King?  Why? 

 
2. Do God’s judgment and authority make you uncomfortable?  If so, why? 

 
3. What makes it difficult for you to accept God’s judgment and authority? 

 



 
 
 

Session Two: Walking with Christ 
A Relationship with Jesus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



If Jesus lived, I have to listen. 

2 Peter 1:16-18 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor 

and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard 

this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

Since we can’t definitively know or say much about God, we do our best to 
imagine the rest.  Many people view Jesus this way.  Although scholars within 
and without the Christian faith believe that Jesus was a real man who was 
crucified by the Romans in the first century, most people are unaware of this 
factual understanding of Jesus.  Understanding the historicity of the New 
Testament and thus the historicity of Jesus Christ takes time, energy and focus. 
Therefore, many of us choose to just get by Sunday after Sunday, holding on 
to what we can, but accepting as reality that we just need to stay under the 
radar, and in the end, God is love and Jesus forgives us.  If Jesus lived, His 
words are true.  If His words are true, the implications of those words have to 
be true as well.  If those implications are true, we have to be all in or all out.  
Jesus is clear concerning our need for Him and our need for his salvation from 
our sin, and if we profess faith in Jesus, we HAVE to believe that he meant 
what He said. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you believe that Jesus is a historical person? 
 

2. How does the historicity of Jesus affect your faith in him? 
 

3. What is preventing you from taking the life, death and resurrection of Jesus literally? 

 

 

 



If Jesus died, I have to repent. 

1 John 2:1-2 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

We see crosses in our churches.  We hear about Jesus’ death.  We learn 
about His wounds.  We sing about His payment for our sin and His suffering.  
Why?  Is it just to make us feel sad and emotional so we can then be lifted up 
by a rousing sermon or an electrifying worship song about hope and new life 
and overcoming obstacles?  Is it the equivalent of a sad story that we’ve read 
in a book or seen in a movie?  Is it so we are inspired by someone who loved 
his friends and sacrificed Himself courageously for them?  No. The Cross, the 
death, the wounds, the suffering, the payment for sin, all of it was because of 
OUR SIN.  Yours and mine. If we remove our sin from the storyline, the 
death of Jesus makes no sense at all.  These elements of the Christian faith are 
as true as our present sin is true.  If we walk with Christ, we also walk with His 
suffering and a daily reminder that we ARE inherently sinful and our sins 
WERE assigned to Jesus as He was crucified on the cross.  With the reality of 
Christ’s suffering comes His command for us to repent.  To turn away from.  
To flee from our sin and to run toward Jesus.  A Christian is worth nothing 
without repentance, and our repentance is addressed and forgiven on the 
Cross. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you believe that you are a sinner who needed saving? Why? 
 

2. Do you see yourself as someone needing daily forgiveness? Why? 
 

3. Does the word “repent” make you uncomfortable?  If so, how? 

 

 

 



If Jesus resurrected, I have to change. 

1 Corinthians 15:56-58 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my dear brothers and 

sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 
Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

If we believe in the Cross, then we have to believe in the tomb.  And if we 
believe in the tomb, we have to believe that the women arriving at the tomb 
on the third day found the tomb empty.  This is not merely inspirational or 
dramatic.  The empty tomb is as much of a commandment as any declared in 
the Sermon on the Mount.  The command of the empty tomb is to believe 
that sin and death have been defeated.  Believe that Jesus is who He said He 
is.  Believe that His promises are true.  Believe that with His victory over sin 
and death comes our victory over sin and death.  They are one and the same.   

John 16:33 
In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

The empty tomb does not promise an easier life, nor does it promise escape 
from the challenges of this world.  It signifies the opposite.  If Jesus suffered, I 
too will suffer.  The empty tomb is a signpost.  It reminds us that regardless of 
our current obstacles, there is eternal hope in Jesus Christ.  The empty tomb 
does not promise that suffering will stop or that our dreams will come true.  It 
promises that our constant peace and joy are in knowing that where we are 
now is nothing compared to where Jesus is and where we are going. 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you believe in the literal resurrection of Jesus? Why? 
 

2. Does the resurrection of Jesus give you hope?  If so, how? 
 

3. How does the resurrection of Jesus affect your faith and life? 

 

 



If the Holy Spirit is real, there is always hope. 

Romans 5:1-5 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which 
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also 

glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.5 And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us. 

It always surprises me how so many people read the story of the disciples pre- 
and post-Christ’s resurrection as if it were a common story with a common 
story arc.  Before the death of Jesus these men were ill-equipped to teach, 
preach and heal. Yet after the resurrection they changed the world.  How 
does Peter go from denying that Jesus is the Christ to healing a cripple, 
rejoicing in being flogged in the name of Jesus and preaching a sermon that 
brought 3,000 people to believe in the name of Jesus?  There is only one 
answer.  Before Jesus left he said that after Him another would come in His 
place to be our Helper. The Holy Spirit is an extension of the Son and the 
Father.  Therefore, with the Holy Spirit comes not only our assistant and our 
teacher but our King, our friend, our Lord and our Savior.  That means we not 
only ask the Holy Spirit for help but we obey the Holy Spirit like the King, we 
love the presence of the Holy Spirit like a friend and we trust the Holy Spirit 
to help us and come to our aid like a Savior.  We NEED the Holy Spirit.  If we 
reject the presence and identity of the Holy Spirit we abandon the promises 
of Jesus before they can bear fruit in our lives.  The Holy Spirit teaches us 
more than we know, shows us more than we can see and helps us when 
there is no one at our side.  The empty tomb commands us to believe in 
Christ’s victory over sin, and the Holy Spirit reassures us that the victory is 
both now and eternal. 

 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. How would you describe your relationship with the Holy Spirit? Do you believe 
him to be a person? 
 



2. Have you had an experience with the Holy Spirit?  If so, what happened? 
 

3. In what ways do you need the Holy Spirit? 



       
 

Session Three: Making Disciples 
A Relationship with People 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Teaching as a student 

Matthew 18:2-5 
2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3 And he said: “Truly I tell 
you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. 5 And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

You are a teacher but you are a child, a student, a disciple first.  

As you teach others the Gospel of Jesus you might facilitate conversation or 
organize the group itself, but through all of your effort and preparation, it is 
the Holy Spirit continuing to teach others through you.  You are called to 
learn what His word has proclaimed and then share that with others.  You are 
to see for yourself the glory of the Living God and then share what you have 
seen.  However, in all of this, you are not the boss.  Your boss is God and His 
Holy Spirit has authority over everything you do.  One of the most common 
and destructive positions a Bible study leader can take is the expert, one who 
knows all of the answers and never admits to questions. The most important 
three words for a leader are “I don’t know.” Because God is with us in the 
pursuit of Him, our not knowing is never the end to the process. To God, all 
questions are valuable. When we learn with the members, God establishes His 
control and welcomes us all as seekers of his truth and uses each member to 
sharpen one another in the process. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Is it difficult for you to take instruction? 
 

2. Do you always gravitate towards teaching and leading Bible study groups?  If so, 
why? 
 

3. How can you take on the role of student more in your groups and fellowship? 

 

 

 



Teaching as a non-believer 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
19 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win 

as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the 
law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win 

those under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not having the 
law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those 
not having the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all 

things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the 
sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

Our own past opposition to God should be enough to show us that not 
everyone immediately understands the Gospel. Therefore, when responding 
to doubts, questions or objections, we must remember the time when we 
said the same things, but by the patience, grace and love of God I was now in 
position to defend the Gospel with His patience, grace and love.  

Too often, objections or criticisms to the Gospel of Jesus are met with 
hostility and defensiveness, not love and empathy. There must be a dialogue, 
and the only way for there to be a dialogue is if the leader of the Bible study 
fully comprehends their former alienation from and opposition to God. Only 
then can we begin to walk as Christ’s disciples, and in the process teach 
others what it means to be a disciple of Jesus as saved sinners, forgiven 
enemies and loved children of God. 

 
Study Quest ions 

 
1. Do you remember a time when you did not believe in Jesus?  Identify examples. 

 
2. Do questions or criticisms make you uncomfortable in Bible studies?  Why or why 

not? 
 

3. How can you support non-believers more in your groups and fellowship?  

 

 

 



Following God’s Schedule/Plan 

Proverbs 16:1-9 
To humans belong the plans of the heart, 

    but from the LORD comes the proper answer of the tongue. 
2 All a person’s ways seem pure to them, 
    but motives are weighed by the LORD. 
3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 

    and he will establish your plans. 
4 The LORD works out everything to its proper end— 

    even the wicked for a day of disaster. 
5 The LORD detests all the proud of heart. 

    Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished. 
6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; 
    through the fear of the LORD evil is avoided. 

7 When the LORD takes pleasure in anyone’s way, 
    he causes their enemies to make peace with them. 

8 Better a little with righteousness 
    than much gain with injustice. 

9 In their hearts humans plan their course, 
    but the LORD establishes their steps. 

It’s ironic that to effectively make disciples one must hardly ever think about 
the act of making of disciples. Time as a leader is committed to the work of 
God through the study of His Word and the exposition of what we find 
there. 

This process is day-to-day and often changes forms without any preparation 
or planning. The act of making disciples is not so much about leading someone to 
profess belief in Jesus Christ, but leading people into a genuine walk with Christ. 
Belief in Jesus doesn’t guarantee following in his footsteps. To effectively lead 
people to a genuine walk with Christ requires obeying his directive not to take 
more than one day at a time, both in our own walks and with the people we 
meet. Their needs are in present tense, the Word is applied in present tense, 
and growth occurs in present tense.  



Discipleship training is often reduced to pre-planned steps and programs that 
assume that all people will be trained in the same way, according to the same 
timeline and to the same effect. The reality is different. God cares personally 
for very unique children in often very different ways. Therefore, one who 
makes disciples must be flexible, aware of the current state of those being led, 
and in tune with the direction of the Holy Spirit. This takes a great deal of self-
sacrifice. But could anything less be expected from disciples of Jesus Christ? 

 
Study Quest ions 

 
1. Is your leadership style flexible or rigid? 

 
2. Does the absence of a plan make you feel insecure, anxious, afraid or all three? 

 
3. How can you become more attentive and obedient to God’s sovereignty over your 

groups and fellowship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Investing with Empathy 

Colossians 1:21-23 
21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your 

evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you 

continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the 
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

Investing time and energy into the lives of others is a natural byproduct of 
evangelizing. This sacrifice must not be accompanied by obligation or spite. To 
genuinely lead, you must be led. Leading others to Christ requires Christ’s 
ongoing leading and sacrifice for all, including the leaders. Otherwise we simply 
lead for the sake of leading. By daily resetting to the Cross we can lead for 
Christ’s sake. In Christ we are constant recipients of God’s grace, patience and 
enduring faithfulness. From this position we can lead others and not be 
annoyed with their lack of growth or abundance of questions. We were them. 
We are them. As we invest in the lives of others we must always be attuned 
to our own need for Christ’s investment and the people God has chosen to 
lead and support us. None of us arrived at the position of salvation on our 
own. We all received the truest form of love from Jesus himself, along with 
the spirit of His love in the lives of others who made us into disciples. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you get impatient with the lack of progress in your groups? 
 

2. How do you handle repeated questions?   
 

3. In what ways can you reset to the cross of grace, love and faithfulness as a leader? 

 

 

 

 



Training to Sustain 

Matthew 28:18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

When we lead others in the Word, it becomes increasingly apparent it 
became that God’s desire was much larger than we think. Leading someone 
to faith in Jesus Christ means little unless it prepares them to lead others to 
Christ as well. We are charged to make disciples of all nations. To become a 
Christian and not be prepared to make new disciples opposes the Great 
Commission. It is all too common that an individual completes a discipleship-
training course, feeling satisfied in their accomplishment and experience, but 
does nothing with what they have learned. Many new disciples of Jesus don’t 
know how to further the spread of the gospel.  Leaders must seek to provide 
opportunities for others to lead their own Bible studies. This opportunity gives 
members the experience of witnessing God move through multiple people, 
removing the potentially dangerous focus and reliance on one particular 
leader. It also gives new leaders direct experience with the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in real time, with real questions and real disciple- making of their own. 
Often this is when the most growth occurs. 

Disciple-making is our charge according to the Great Commission. God wants 
all people to hear the message, and when the message gets bottlenecked by 
people, groups or churches, the gospel is obstructed, not allowed to save the 
world by the blood of Jesus Christ. As followers of Jesus, we must invest in 
making disciples and maturing servants to lead others to the cross of Christ. 

 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Are you currently making disciples? If the answer is no, what is stopping you? 
 

2. How will you foster ongoing and growing faith in Jesus? 
 

3. Are you currently being discipled/mentored by someone? If the answer is no, what 
is stopping you? 



 
 
 
 

 
Session Four: Connecting the Church 

A Relationship with Christians 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prioritizing the Word 

Ephesians 2:19-22 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.21 In him the whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are 

being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

Bible studies provide a unique opportunity to for fellowship and learning 
outside of church or denominational lines. They are a middle ground where 
there is less pressure, risk or fear to speak openly about faith or lack thereof. 
The focus and priority of God’s Word is the only thing members have in 
common with one another. Bible studies may be composed of different 
backgrounds, ages, churches and nationalities. However, by meeting at the 
Cross and in the Word of God we are able to leave our church loyalties or 
restrictions at the door and discuss the word of God genuinely and critically as 
it applied to us as Christians. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you engage regularly with members of other congregations?  If so, to what 
extent? 
 

2. Do your Bible studies and fellowships include a variety of ages, backgrounds and 
ethnicities? 
 

3. What are obstacles to diversity in your Christian community? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prioritizing Honesty 

1 John 1:6-10 
6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 
live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word is not in us. 

By putting the Word of God above all other commitments and loyalties, we 
allow the Bible to address and expose an individual’s true understanding of 
God. By refusing to focus on affiliation, investment in the groups has only one 
objective: to reveal God’s Word directly to the needs of the specific people 
present. In the reading of Scripture, all members may approach God with only 
His eyes on them and their faith, not the eyes of a church or their pastor. In 
doing this, members learn that without being honest about one’s faith or 
doubt, nothing will change for the better. Instead of acting well and moving 
forward in an elaborate Christian pantomime, there must be freedom to ask 
the questions, seek the answers and be healed.  We all are lost and need to 
be found.  We are all sick and need to be healed, and we can’t move forward 
until we acknowledge it. 

 

Study Quest ions 

1. How does your Christian fellowship emphasize the study of scripture? 
 

2. How does your Christian fellowship emphasize transformation? 
 

3. How can your church affiliation become an obstacle to your dependence on Jesus? 

 

 



Prioritizing Personal Faith 

 
Matthew 7:21-23 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons 

and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

Unobstructed honesty allows Bible study members to seek the answers to 
their problems as they related to their faith. In personally seeking out answers 
in God’s Word, openly addressing the state of their faith, disciples find that the 
only faith and belief of any value is their own. It has nothing to do with their 
church. It has nothing to do with a pastor or teacher. It has nothing to do with 
their family legacy or tradition. It has only to do with them and God. Nothing 
else. In a place where there is no obligation to attend, no obligation to agree 
and no obligation to believe, people are able to address their faith personally 
and subsequently grow into a personal faith in Jesus, not on the back of 
someone else’s faith or experience. Having an experience and faith of their 
own equips that individual to move forward into evangelizing from the heart, 
as someone who has seen and not merely been told. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Is personal faith development a priority in your Bible studies/fellowships? 
 

2. Is your church community a safe place to express doubts, questions, unbelief? 
 

3. Do you feel equipped to support/encourage a person that has not yet found a 
personal faith in Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 



Prioritizing Personal Needs 

 
1 Corinthians 12:21-26 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, 
“I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 

And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our 
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving 

greater honor to the parts that lacked it,25 so that there should be no division in the body, 
but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part 

suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

While churches have many members, the experience of the individual 
member often contradicts the definition of the word member.  Member means 
to be joined together, united and supported. Many church members feel that 
the pastor or leaders of the church address needs of the church members 
only in the collective and not in the personal. While a church congregation 
does have collective needs that the pastor must address, there must be a 
system in place so the members feel joined together, united and supported by 
other members and the overarching leadership. This is no easy task and it is 
understandable why many churches struggle with this. But difficulty is no 
excuse. A church must be aware of the members, care for the members and 
address the members personally. While a Bible study of 6-10 members may 
be much easier than a large church, the task according to the Gospel is no 
different. Simply knowing peoples’ names and acknowledging them directly 
and specifically has a profound impact. At many churches, this simply doesn’t 
happen, yet it gives us the opportunity to show people God’s desire to have a 
church that acts like this naturally, without the constant prodding of leadership. 
Many members are not used to someone addressing them directly and taking 
their personal faith and faith issues seriously. During the Bible study they are 
allowed to address the needs pertaining to their own faith and receive direct 
attention. During the Bible study their needs became our needs, and while we 
may go to different places on Sundays, in that place, for those two hours, we 
are the Church. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you belong to a church?  Are you a member of a church? 
 



2. How would you identify/describe your Christian family? 
 

3. How active are you in supporting the needs of others in your Christian family? 
Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prioritizing Church Unity and Growth 

Mark 9:38-41 
38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we told 

him to stop, because he was not one of us.” 
39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the 

next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us. 41 Truly I 
tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the 

Messiah will certainly not lose their reward. 

Leading Bible studies gives us the unique weekly perspective of witnessing the 
interconnectivity of believers in their collective needs, beliefs and experiences. 
When these members meet with each other, they realize that they are not 
alone, that beyond the walls of their church exists a world of other believers 
who have more in common with them than they’d originally thought. Because 
a Bible study has no commitments except to Jesus and the Gospel, people feel 
comfortable to share their experience with the Word of God without fear 
that their loyalty to their church was being threatened or challenged. The 
church members can return to their respective churches weekly with the 
knowledge that there were other people in the body of Christ who can 
empathize with their faith life.  

God accomplishes far more when we open doors than when we weld them 
shut. God desires unity and growth, and through these Bible studies the body 
of Christ grew stronger in its understanding and faith in Jesus Christ alone. 

 
 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Are you comfortable attending Bible studies/events at other churches? 
 

2. Is the lack of numerical growth in your fellowship a point of frustration for you? 
 

3. Are you quick to hold onto members or are you quick to let them go? 



 
Session Five: A.S.K. 

A Relationship with the Bible 
Matthew 7:7-8 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 

knocks, the door will be opened. 

A.S.K (Ask, Seek, Knock) is a Bible study aid to help us focus our study by 
asking the right questions, seeking to find the right things and knocking on the 
right doors.  Studying the Bible on our own or even in a group setting can be 
challenging.  We want to have freedom to discover how the Bible speaks to 
us personally, but often this can lead to a Bible study that turns into a “share-
care nightmare.” Or, perhaps we believe that a Bible study is only effective 
with the help of a pre-packaged Bible study guide with question prompts.  
This, however, can lead to a Bible study that often becomes rigid, boring, 
unrelatable and too much like a class.  Reading the Bible is a discipline and 
must be practiced, but if we fail to learn the fundamentals to guide our 
practice we will build grand structures of faith and knowledge upon unstable 
foundations.  

A.S.K. provides the security of structure while not inhibiting the freedom of 
the Holy Spirit to move and the Word to speak.  A.S.K focuses study of the 
Bible by directing us to Jesus in the text, lessons from the past, conviction of 
sin and strength in unity.  This guide is merely a tool to start the dialogue with 
God.  It is not a checklist.  It is merely a framework to be used in order to 
make the most of our time with God as He communicates to us what He 
wants us to hear. 

 

 



Jesus in the Text 

Luke 24:25-27 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 

have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory?”27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 

said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

Too often we are the center of attention when it comes to our worship. We 
read the Bible searching for something that evokes a personal response, 
something that relates to ME.  We often read the Bible searching for advice 
for a specific situation. Both of these positions are wrong.  The purpose of 
Christianity is to make Jesus the absolute center of everything.  When we 
read, the question should not be, “Where am I?” but “Where is Jesus?” 
Unfortunately we have been conditioned to think of the Bible self-centeredly, 
and we have not been taught the Bible holistically.  So unless we are reading 
the Gospels, we find it difficult to find pointers to Christ.   

The reason we meet to study the Bible is to grow in our faith in Jesus.  Period.  
In order to accomplish this goal we have to look for Jesus, and, once we find 
Him, watch Him, listen to Him and follow Him.  Jesus told the disciples that 
the entire scriptures pointed to Him and we must take this promise and the 
subsequent revelation literally and seriously. 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Do you believe that the entire scriptures testify to the person of Jesus Christ? 
 

2. Is the purpose of your Bible study to know more about Jesus?  How is this objective 
achieved? 
 

3. What are the challenges in making Jesus the focus of your scripture study? 
 

 

 

 



Lessons from the Past 

1 Corinthians 10:11 
11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, 

on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 

The study of God’s Word is not only to point to Christ or find hope for the 
future, but also to instruct us so that we are aware of the dangers of sin 
before it overtakes and consumes us.  The Gospel is good news, the 
culmination of a comprehensive and detailed collection of Scriptures that gives 
us the blueprint for the human condition of sin that has remained unchanged 
since the beginning of creation.  The Scriptures exist to teach us and correct 
us.   

It doesn’t take long when reading the Bible to find someone who fits your 
story, to find how your Biblical doppelgänger failed to listen to the living God 
and was overtaken by sin.  In Hebrews we are told that we are surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses.  It is this collection of witnesses that we learn from 
in the Bible, the same witnesses cheering for us not to make the same 
mistakes they did.  We must be honest with ourselves: we are slow learners 
and resistant to change.  However, if we study the Bible as disciples of Jesus 
Christ we must appeal to God to show us our own tendencies in the lives of 
those who preceded us. We must call upon our savior to show us a new way 
and to share in His victory over sin. 

 
Study Quest ions 

 
1. Do you believe that all of scripture is there to teach us and warn us? 

 
2. Do you feel comfortable being taught by the scriptures? Explain. 

 
3. Do you find it difficult to identify the lessons in scripture? 

 

 

 

 



Conviction of my Sin 

Hebrews 4:12-13 
12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is 

uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

Once we’ve established Jesus is the focus of our study and that we are there 
to be taught and corrected, we can progress to the point of personal 
reflection and introspection.  This reflection and introspection is not an 
opportunity to share how much you know, how much you’ve grown or how 
much you’ve been through.  This personal reflection must reveal the wound 
that the double-edged sword of the Word has only now revealed.  This is a 
present conviction.  This is the active and living Word interacting not only with 
us personally, but directly with our sin.  The Word knows more about us than 
we are willing to admit, but if we are sincerely studying the Bible to hear from 
our God, then what He decides to say might make us uncomfortable.  The 
Bible is filled with love, mercy, encouragement and compassion.  However, 
these qualities require an honest reflection of our sin, pride, disobedience and 
injustice.  When we are confronted with the depth of our sin we experience 
the enormity of His grace and love, that Christ shed His blood for us.  
Allowing the Word to convict us does not shame us into humiliation.  The 
Word convicts us so that we can more fully understand the love God has for 
us, that He has not abandoned us, and that hope in Jesus is real.  It reveals the 
grace He has for us, that He is willing to forgive us and help us change.  
Conviction does not lead to condemnation in Christ.  Conviction leads us to 
grace and from grace we find the deepest love there is.  

 
 
 
 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. Is conviction of sin too easy or too difficult for your Bible study members? Why? 
 

2. Do your Bible studies move from conviction of sin to steps toward transformation? 
 

3. Have you witnessed transformation and victory over sin in your Bible studies? 



Strength in Unity 

Romans 15:1-6 
We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please 

ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For 
even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you 
have fallen on me.” 4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide 

we might have hope.5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the 
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and 

one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Bible convicts us of our weakness and shortcomings not to separate us 
from Christ but to unite us with the body of Christ.  When we study the 
Bible, we observe the Father revealing to us our collective sins and not merely 
one’s own personal sin.  Sharing our weaknesses with one another is the 
means to gaining strength as the body of Christ.  Our unity against sin is the 
means by which Christ strengthens us all by His blood.  It is not our ethnicity, 
age, culture, profession, race or socioeconomic status that binds us together.  
It is the blood Christ shed for us that unites us to one another.  His blood 
gives us access to our eternal hope amidst present suffering.  His blood 
strengthens us as the body of Christ, increasingly able and ready to defend 
ourselves against the works of Satan, claiming victory in the name of Jesus for 
the sake of His Church. 

Study Quest ions 
 

1. What does unity look like in your Bible studies? 
 

2. Is your Bible study actively supporting the transformation and growth of its 
members? 
 

3. What are the obstacles/challenges to unity and transformation in your Bible study? 
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